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Presid ent Slops 
Work Of Peace 
To Mourn Death 

The Commercial Apoool-Chicooo 
Doily News Service 

WASHINGTON. April 4 . — 

President Lyndon Baines John- 
son was seeking world peace, 
when • domestic peace' was 
shattered by the shooting of 
Dr. Marlin Luther King. 

The chief executive was con- 
ferring in the Oval Room of 
the White House with Llewel- 
lyn E. Thompson Jr., who had 
been summoned urgently from 
his ambassadorial post in Mos- 
cow to discuss Vietnam peace. 

(An aide entered the room 
and handed the President a 
wire service bulletin about the 
shooting of Dr. King. Mr. 

Johnson snapped: “Get Ram- 
sey.” 

“Ramsey” is Ramsey Clark, 
the attorney general. • . 

Within minutes Clark was on 
the telephone and Mr. Johnson 
was demanding detailed re- 
ports of the events in Mem- 
phis, where Dr. King was shot. 

The President began draft- 
ing a statement. He was deter- 
mined then to address the na-i 
tion by radio and television to 
heal this latest wound in the 
divided nation he addressed 
only Sunday night. A few mo- 
|roents later Thompson had left 
the office. 

, Then George Christian, his 
j press secretary, entered to 
[break the grim news. Martin 
Luther King was dead. 

The President held up his 
scheduled televised speech to 
reach Dr. King’s widow by 
telephone in Atlanta. 
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Then he walked to the west 
wing of the White House and 
stood in a doorway, sheltered 
from a cold, April rain, to ad- 
dress the nation. The Presi- 
dent was obviously deeply 
moved. 

Will be go to Honolulu, as 

planned t,o discuss .Vietnam 

peace? ' 
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